MORE   ON   HOLLYWOOD
was definitely surprised to discover that Wilson had thought nothing
through. On the level of culture and responsiveness, he was the
inferior of Balfour and Clemenceau (again to agree with Keynes)
and in political abilities, as these relate to the conference table, he
was no match for Lloyd George. Stubborn and inflexible, he often
stimulated opposition and disagreement. But his stubbornness and
inflexibility were not accompanied by real determination and dogged-
ness. He was deficient in will, and this was substituted for by his
facile capacity to justify himself in moral and self-righteous utter-
ances. One of his major contributions to a torn and agonized world
consisted of parochial letters, compounded from such elements as
stylistic derivations from Burke and the spirit of parish morality.
He was distinctly lacking in originality of mind, and Keynes's
remark to the effect that Wilson had thought nothing through is
distinctly justified by a scrutiny of his papers, his career, and the
memoirs and other writings of those who knew him. His political
ideas, as these are now lauded in legend, expressed by him with a
certain formal nicety and formal political harmoniousness, were
common ones of his era. The idea of a League of Nations can be
found implied or variously expressed in his time.
The fact that Wilson's idqas were not original, however, is not a
necessarily derogatory criticism of him. But it is to be noted, in
respect to the Wilson legend, that he was deficient in his grasp of
practical matters. His shrewdness enabled him to put into effect
some of the demands of his adversaries; for instance, those of
Theodore Roosevelt. His formal views were democratic and clothed
in democratic language; in personal matters, however, he was inclined
to be authoritative.
It is no secret that he resisted advice and consultation at Versailles
and that his manner of doing so offended his collaborators. At many
points in his career he hesitated in reaching decisions, and it seems
that at such times he was pulled in opposite directions by inner con-
flicts and doubts. Like him or dislike him, it is clear that Wilson
was a man of complex temperament, inner conflicts, contradictory
personal traits.
There is none of this in the film Wilson. Hollywood's Woodrow
Wilson is a synthetic composition, On one hand, he is a prototype
of the typical middle-class American. As such, he is a man of senti-
ment and nostalgia; he sings sentimental songs with his family. He
is teased by his daughters and his wife. He goes to baseball and
football games, vaudeville shows, and so on. At the same time, he is a
leader of almost superhuman wisdom: he is always right; his is the
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